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They cut down the jungle, reclaimed swamps, and by
clearings on a great scale, not only opened up a source
of food supply, but gave the prisoners a new interest
in life. Cattle were brought over from the mainland;
vegetables, grains, and iruit-trees introduced; and
handicrafts encouraged. The clearings told also on
the death-rate. As the rank vegetation was cut
down, malaria relaxed its hold on the Colony, and in
18 70 the mortality among the convicts had fallen as
low as ten per thousand.

The struggle for existence had ended, but it left
behind a laxity of discipline productive of scandalous
results. A few English officials with a handful of
soldiers were holding down, in an isolated island *
group, the eight thousand worst criminals of Northern
India. Many of them came of the fierce frontier
races; most of them were life-prisoners, reckless,
with no future on this earth. The security of such
a settlement depends on clear regulations, exact
subordination among the officials, and strict discipline
among the convicts. The inquiries conducted under
Lord Mayo's orders in 1871, disclosed the absence of
every one of these essentials of safety. He found
dissension and disobedience among the authorities;
and a state of discipline that allowed a convict to
accumulate a practically unlimited store of liquoi;,
with which to madden himself and his comrades to
further crime. It was a murder committed after a
general debauch of this sort that led the Viceroy to
reconsider the constitution of the Settlement.

The work, occupied Lord Mayo's thoughts at Simla